
V O L U M E  9 ,  I S S U E  1 3  

W E E K L Y  M O N I T O R  
September 5, 2005 

Profile of Medicaid Commission Recommendations: Increased Cost Sharing? 

9813 SE HWY 212 

Clackamas, OR  
97015 

Phone: (503) 655-2793 
Fax: (503) 655-2879 

Weekly Dose 

Our Mission: 
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concerned  citizens to advocate for improved  access to quality, affordable                   
and secure health care. 
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Nearly 90 
percent of small 
businesses are 
paying more to 
provide basic 

medical 
insurance to 

their employees 
in 2005 than in 

2004. 
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   The Bush Administration 
appointed federal Medicaid 
commission, charged with 
recommending short- and 
long-term reforms to the 
program on Thursday re-
leased its proposals, 
which it said would 
reduce Medicaid 
spending growth by $11 
billion over the next 
five years.  The recom-
mendations include 
positive changes in 
payments to drug 
companies such as allowing 
states to change the for-
mula for calculating pay-
ments and allowing Medi-
caid managed care plans to 
be involved with the drug 
manufacturer rebate pro-
gram.  The commission also 
recommended increasing 
co-pays required for pre-
scription drugs, physician  

visits and other services.   
     The experience we have 
seen in Oregon demon-
strates this “cost-sharing” 
measure is short sighted and  
dangerous.  More Orego-

nians have lost access to 
health care coverage and 
have been forced to seek 
expensive emergency room 
care.    
   As we have learned trav-
eling around Oregon in our 
Medicaid Matters Video 
Postcard Tour more cuts 
and added costs to already 
overburdened families is 

 

Ruth Beale of Portland shares her 
health care story for the Medicaid 

Matters Video 

the wrong answer.  While small co-
pays may not sound like much, as 
Ellie Jennings, a disabled woman on 
Medicaid expressed in Salem, “$30 is 
more than I have for gas for my van 
for the entire month.” 
     Our Medicaid video is in the edit-
ing room and will be sent to our 
senators in the coming weeks.  
While your waiting, there is still time 
to send a message to our senators 
urging them to protect health care 
funding.  

“$30 is more than I 
have for gas for my 
van for the entire 

month.” 
Ellie Jennings, Salem 

With the health care implications of the tragedy 
surrounding Hurricane Katrina we encourage 

everyone to donate to local relief efforts. 
Click Here to donate to NW Medical Teams or 

the Red Cross. 

 Health Care...Education...Economy 
On issues most important to Oregonians, 

House Speaker Karen Minnis failed-  
Join Us! 

Canvass for Accountability 
 

Date: Saturday, September 10, 2005 
Time: 10:00 AM– 1 PM 
Location: Teamsters Local 162, 
Joe Edgar Hall, 1850 NE 162nd Ave., Gresham 
Refreshments provided. Call 503-655-2793 to RSVP. 
 

Tell Karen her agenda is bad for 
 working families! 

This week has been busy for 
health care in the news… 

New statistics an-
nounced by the 
Census Bureau indi-
cate a  
stabilization in the 
number of unin-

sured Oregonians.  591,000 Orego-
nians were uninsured in 2004, the 
same percentage as reported last year.  
Read more… 
  “Oregon health care uninsured above  
national rate” 
Charles Beggs, Associated Press, 
8/30/05 
  
“Child Poverty a Continuing Problem 
for Oregon” 
Kristian Foden-Vencil, OPB, 8/30/05 


