Allies Include:

AARP Oregon

ARC

CADO

Elders in Action

EMO

Jobs with Justice

MACG

New Progressive Network
OFNHP

Oregon Action

AFSCME Council 75
Oregon ARA

Oregon Consumer League
Oregon Health Action
Campaign

Oregon Student Assoc.
OSPIRG

Rural Organizing Project
SEIU Local 49

SEIU Local 503
Teamsters Joint Council
#37 Retirees

Tuality Healthcare

United Seniors of Oregon

Weekly Dose

9 million children, or
about 12 % of all kids
in America, are
uninsured. However,
the study led by the
American Academy of
Pediatrics found that
another 9 million
children have gaps in
coverage and are just
as likely as uninsured
kids "to miss out on
seeing a doctor or
getting a prescription
refilled.”
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Our Mission:

Unite health care professionals, consumer organizations, caregivers and
concerned citizens to advocate for improved access to quality, affordable
and secure health care.

Visit our website at http://www.oregoniansforhealthsecurity.org

Profile of 2005 Legislative Session: No Sine Die for Skyrocketing Health Costs

When the 2005 Legisla-
ture adjourned Sine Die,
they left behind countless
Oregonians screaming for
relief from the high cost of
health care. Billed early on
as the number one priority
of the session, health care
bills languished in the Re-
publican-controlled House
through the final hours of
the 2005 session.

“Every day this session,
we shared the faces and
stories of Oregonians bat-
tling the health care crisis
with legislators- those who
are uninsured, paying too
much for health care or un-
able to buy the prescription
drugs they need,” said
Maribeth Healey, executive
director of Oregonians for
Health Security,
“Skyrocketing health care
costs are the number one
concern of Oregonians-from
business owners to parents.
| can’t understand how they
can go home without sub-
stantially reducing the cost

of health care.”

There was some positive
legislation enacted, notably
SB 1, to finally require men-
tal health be covered by
insurance companies in the
same way as physical
health, SB 501 to increase
insurance industry account-
ability and SB 782 to elimi-
nate premiums for the low-
est income Oregonians on
the Oregon Health Plan.

“The legislature’s support
for elimination of premiums
for the lowest income Ore-
gonians will help ensure con-
tinued health care for the
most vulnerable in our
state,” explained Ellen
Pinney, executive director of
Oregon Health Action Cam-
paign, “The state’s research
shows this punitive policy
was not cost effective.”

Legislation to expand
Oregon’s prescription drug
purchasing program, in-
crease hospital cost trans-
parency and ensure contra-
ceptive equity all died in the

Kathy Karppinen would have
benefited from the Rx pool
expansion.

Republican-controlled House.

Visit our website for a de-
tailed list of the final status of
health care legislation. In
September, we will have a
report card of the legislature’s
action on health care.

Thank you to all who took
action in contacting legislators
this session. We will continue
to work for common-sense
solutions to reduce the cost of
health care and plan to let
Oregonians know who
thwarted needed reforms this
session.

Medicaid Matters!- Video Postcard
Tour coming to atown near you.

With
health care
costs sky-
rocketing

Medicaid matters to all of us. It is responsi-
ble for ensuring health care access for the
most vulnerable Oregonians, infusing our
health care system with federal funds and

and more

than 45 mil-

lion unin-
sured Americans, Congress is talking about
making it worse. We need to send a mes-
sage to Senators Smith and Wyden and what
better way to do it than with all our smiling
faces and impassioned voices.

Oregonians for Health Security will kick off

a statewide tour collecting video messages
about Medicaid to send to our senators.

preventing higher health care costs for Ore-
gonians with private insurance. We need our
senators to stand up against cuts that hurt
Oregonians or our economy because every
million invested in Medicaid results in $3.1
million of business activity in our state.

The tour will start August 16 in Medford
and continue through early September. Any-
one wishing to video a message to the sena-
tors can call us at 888-654-2273 or visit our
website to out more.




