Allies Include:

AARP Oregon

ARC

CADO

Elders in Action

EMO

Jobs with Justice

MACG

New Progressive Network
OFNHP

Oregon Action

AFSCME Council 75
Oregon ARA

Oregon Consumer League
Oregon Health Action
Campaign

Oregon Student Assoc.
OSPIRG

Rural Organizing Project
SEIU Local 49

SEIU Local 503
Teamsters Joint Council
#37 Retirees

Tuality Healthcare

United Seniors of Oregon

Weekly Dose

"These
[affordable
health care

legislation] were
all steps that
would have
helped us.
Every single
one. There just
wasn't the
political will."
Dr. Bruce
Goldberg

Oregonian,
8/15/05
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Our Mission:

Unite health care professionals, consumer organizations, caregivers and
concerned citizens to advocate for improved access to quality, affordable
and secure health care.

Visit our website at http://www.oregoniansforhealthsecurity.org

Profile of Medicaid Video Postcard Tour: Oregonians sharing their own stories

With a kick off in Salem, The benefits of Medicaid go far
Thursday, our statewide video  beyond the individual who
postcard tour has begun trav-  receives health care- it is a vital
ersing the state gathering the component of our health care
stories of Oregonians impacted  system and economy, particu-
by Medicaid to deliver
to Oregon’s US Senators  “Because of Medicaid, | am able to

Gordon SmithandRon  tgke my son to the pediatrician

Wyden. when he is sick. | hope seeing our

Health care costs are f dh . tori ill
skyrocketing with the aces and hearing our stories Wil 'y 5 from: TIMOTHY ). GONZALEZ
average family insur- convince Senators Smith and | STATESMAN JOURNAL
ance premium over Wyden to protect Medicaid.” Leanor Valdez of Salem and
$9,950 a year. Right Leanor Valdez, Salem her 5 year old receive help
now, over 613,000 Ore- from Medicaid.
gonians are uninsured.

Medicaid, a federal-state part- larly in rural areas. Due to the

nership, provides health care multiplier effect of Medicaid, mid-September the House and Sen-
coverage for 637,000 Oregon  each miillion dollars invested ate committees that oversee Medicaid
children, families, seniors and generates $3.1 million in busi- are required to make $10 billion in
persons with disabilities. ness activity and 32 jobs. program cuts for the next four years.
“Medicaid matters to all of Medicaid also prevents pri- As members of the Senate Finance
us,” explains Rich Rohde, vate insurance increases. A Committee, Oregon’s US Senators
Rogue Valley Organizer for study by Families USA found Gordon Smith and Ron Wyden will
Oregon Action, “It is responsi-  Oregonians with private insur-  Play a pivotal role in determining
ble for ensuring health care ance pay $1,128 of their family how cuts are made.
access for the most vulnerable  health insurance premium to Our tour continues through ten com-
Oregonians and preventing cover the costs of the unin- munities around Oregon, ending in
higher health care costs for sured. Without Medicaid, the Portland August 31. Other stops
Oregonians with private insur-  cost shift would be even planned include: Medford, Eugene,
ance. We need our senators to  greater. Newport, McMinnnville, Hood River,

stand up against cuts that hurt Under the budget plan Con- La Granqle and Bend. ]oin us in your
Oregonians and our economy.”  gress approved this spring, by community. Check website for details.

DHS Seeks Public Input on Implementation of
Legislative Budget

DHS wants your input as benefit, vision and dental coverage.
they develop strategies to If you wish to provide input regarding the
implement legislation proposals, you can do so in person, by phone,
from the 2005 Legislative  or via email.

Session, including the legislatively adopted According to DHS meeting space for

budget for 2005-2007. As you know, the state  stakeholder input is limited and you can par-
lacks the revenue necessary to continue operat- ticipate by phone, all meetings will be in the
ing all programs as they exist today. Enrolled Human Services Building. The meeting about
HB 3108 directs OMAP to adopt administra- dental changes will be August 26 from 8:30
tive rules to implement the adjustments to a.m. to noon in room 166. The Vision ser-
health services anticipated in the legislatively  vices actions meeting will be August 29 from
adopted budget. The bill requires OMAP to 8:30 a.m. to noon in room 457. The Phar-
submit the proposed implementation strategies  macy services actions will be August 29 from
to CMS for approval no later than 60 days after 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in room 457. Hospital
the bill becomes law. The areas of OHP that service changes meetings will be August 19
are being changed are hospital services, phar- and September 2. Contact DHS for details.
macy




