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Our Mission: 
Unite health care professionals, consumer organizations, caregivers and                  

concerned  citizens to advocate for improved  access to quality, affordable                   
and secure health care. 

Visit our website at http://www.oregoniansforhealthsecurity.org Allies Include: 
AARP Oregon 
ARC 
CADO 
Elders in Action 
EMO 
Jobs with Justice 
MACG 
New Progressive Network 
OFNHP 
Oregon Action 
AFSCME Council 75 
Oregon ARA 
Oregon Consumer League 
Oregon Health Action 
Campaign 
Oregon Student Assoc. 
OSPIRG 
Rural Organizing Project 
SEIU Local 49 
SEIU Local 503 
Teamsters Joint Council 
#37 Retirees 
Tuality Healthcare 
United Seniors of Oregon 

Outpatient specialty 
pharmaceuticals 
(drugs requiring 

injection or infusion) 
are rapidly increasing 

according to a study of 
10 Blue Cross plans.  
The average payment 
per enrollee increased 

by 25 percent from 
2002 to 2003, reaching 

$41.11 for people 
under age 65 and 
$130.38 for people 
age 65 and older. 
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   The Oregon Legislature 
continues to meet in Salem 
for what is now the fifth 
longest session in history.  The 
house has been taking 3 day 
vacations because they 
claim they have no bills to 
vote on.  Leaving us to won-
der is SB 329 being 
held hostage? 
   Senate Bill 329-A 
would expand the 
state’s bulk purchas-
ing program, allowing 
many more Orego-
nians to take advan-
tage of the group 
buying power and 
save money on their 
prescription drugs. 
     On May 20, SB 329 
passed the senate 19-11.  To-
day, 59 days later it is still 
sitting in the House Budget 
Committee waiting action.   

Why the House Budget 
Committee?  That’s a good 
questions since the bill does 
not cost the state any addi-
tional resources.  Originally, 
it was in the House Health 
and Human Services com-
mittee, where it had one 

hearing, the Friday night 
before Memorial Day Week-
end.  Over 40 Oregonians 
came to show their support.    

 “We need common-sense 
solutions to get our health 
care costs under control.  I 

can assure you that you do  
not need to be 55 to be in 
poor health and need help 

affording prescription drugs.” 
Kathy Karppinen,  

Forest Grove  

40 is not over the hill for Medicaid! 
Join us for a birthday celebration to 

call on Congress to prevent cuts. 
      July 30, 2005 
marks the 40th anni-
versary of the crea-
tion of Medicaid – a 

federal-state partnership that provides thou-
sands of Oregonians access to lifesaving 
health services and long term care each 
year. While “not over the hill,” Medicaid’s 
ability to perform well hangs in the balance 
as Congress faces a requirement to make up 
to $10 billion in cuts to the program over five 
years.  
      Join long-term care providers, Medicaid 
recipients, and local leaders in recognizing 
the program’s remarkable successes and call-
ing on Senators Gordon Smith and Ron Wy-
den to protect the economy and the people 
who rely on Medicaid. 

Groups will light candles, share cake, and call 
on concerned citizens to send “birthday 
cards” to Senators Smith and Wyden urging 
them to protect Medicaid.  As members of 
the Senate Finance Committee, Smith and 
Wyden play a pivotal role in the Medicaid 
debate. 
     The Medicaid Party this Wednesday, 
July 20, 2005 • 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM at 
Evergreen Windsor Health and Rehabilitation 
Center, 820 Cottage Street NE in Salem. 
     Speakers include: Dr. Bruce Goldberg, 
Director of the Office of Health Policy and 
Research; Jim Davis, Save Oregon Seniors; 
Steve Scharff, Evergreen-Windsor caregiver; 
Jacquelyn Zimmer Jones, Oregon Association 
of Area Agencies on Aging and Disabilities, 
and others. 

Kathy Karppinen is one of 
the Oregonians who would 
benefit from the expansion. 

The only opposition to SB 
329 continues to be the 
pharmaceutical industry.   
    With the session still con-
tinuing, we have an oppor-
tunity to remind Represen-
tatives of this important bill.  
Please send a message to-
day!  


