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Our Mission: 
Unite health care professionals, consumer organizations, caregivers and                  

concerned  citizens to advocate for improved  access to quality, affordable                   
and secure health care. 

Visit our website at http://www.oregoniansforhealthsecurity.org Allies Include: 
AARP Oregon 
ARC 
CADO 
Elders in Action 
EMO 
Jobs with Justice 
MACG 
New Progressive Network 
OFNHP 
Oregon Action 
AFSCME Council 75 
Oregon ARA 
Oregon Consumer League 
Oregon Health Action 
Campaign 
Oregon State Council of 
Senior Citizens 
Oregon Student Assoc. 
OSPIRG 
Rural Organizing Project 
SEIU Local 49 
SEIU Local 503 
Teamsters Joint Council 
#37 Retirees 
Tuality Healthcare 
United Seniors of Oregon 

The average 
American family 
pays 25.8% of 

prescription 
costs out-of-

pocket 
compared to 

16.7% of other 
health care 
services. 
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     Over 70 Oregonians 
traveled to Salem 
Wednesday, June 1 for 
Health Care Lobby Day.  
We urged the House of 
Representatives to stand 
with Oregonians against 
pharmaceutical, insurance 
and hospital lobbyists. 
     A diverse group of 
Oregonians from  communities 
around the state including Med-
ford, Redmond, Eugene and 
Gresham 
joined us to 
advocate for 
legislation to 
reduce the 
cost of health 
care.  Con-
stituents came 
from 24 dif-
ferent legisla-
tive districts 
across Oregon.   
   The citizen lobbyists were very 
successful in creating a buzz 
around the capitol.  We met 
with legislators and their staff in 
their offices as well as cornering 
them in the hallways and eleva-
tors.  In total we talked with 
more than 42 legislators and 

staff members.   
      We asked for support on 
four pieces of legislation.  

Three of the bills, SB 329, 501 
and 1040, had passed the 
Senate and were stuck in 
House Committees.  The final 
bill, HB 2048 to restore the 
ten-cent tobacco tax needs a 
vote in the House before 
moving to the Senate.    

“Too many Oregon families are 
forced into deciding between their 
prescription drugs and other basics 
like food and shelter. That is why I 

support SB 329 and urge the House 
of Representatives to quickly pass it 

and send it to my desk.”  
Governor Kulongoski  

Governor Announces First  
Public Entities to Participate in 
Prescription Purchasing Pool 

 
During Wednesday’s press conference, 
Governor Kulongoski announced the 
first two public entities to join the Ore-
gon Prescription Drug Program.  Crook 
County School District in central Oregon 
and Southern Oregon Head Start have 
jumped in.  Together, they represent 
1,300 covered lives.  They will join 2,500 
individual Oregonians already saving up 
to 60% off prescriptions prices at over 
400 participating pharmacies. 

SB 329 and 1040 move to  
House Budget Committee 

 
On Friday, the House Health and Human Ser-
vices Committee closed.  During the final 
scheduled meeting, votes to send SB 329 and 
1040 were taken.  SB 329 moved to the 
Budget committee without recommendation. 
With the help of an amendment by Represen-
tative Carolyn Tomei, SB 1040 moved to the 
same committee with a “do pass” recommen-
dation.  We need your help in urging House 
Budget Committee members to hold work ses-
sions on these important bills.  Click here to 
send a message to committee members. 

Health Care Justice Man also 
made a special appearance to 
ask Oregonians and our legis-
lators to sign the Affordable 
Health Care Pledge.   
   Governor Kulongoski joined 
us for an afternoon press con-
ference to call on the House to 
vote on SB 329 and send it to 
his desk for a signature.   Two 
of the health care superstar 
legislators, Representative 
Tomei and Senator Monnes 
Anderson also spoke to our 
group, expressing how impor-
tant it was to them that we 
were in the building lobbying 
on this important issue. 
   Our impact was felt, Friday a 
House Committee acted on 
two of the pieces of legislation 
(read below).  A giant thank 
you to all who participated! 


