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Our Mission: 
Unite health care professionals, consumer organizations, caregivers and                  

concerned  citizens to advocate for improved  access to quality, affordable                   
and secure health care. 

Visit our website at http://www.oregoniansforhealthsecurity.org 
Allies Include: 
AARP Oregon 
ARC 
CADO 
Elders in Action 
EMO 
Jobs with Justice 
MACG 
New Progressive Network 
OFNHP 
Oregon Action 
AFSCME Council 75 
Oregon ARA 
Oregon Consumer League 
Oregon Health Action 
Campaign 
Oregon Student Assoc. 
OSPIRG 
Rural Organizing Project 
SEIU Local 49 
SEIU Local 503 
Teamsters Joint Council 
#37 Retirees 
Tuality Healthcare 

11.3 percent of 
Wal-Mart's 9,082 

employees in 
Connecticut are 
on the state's 
low-income 
health care 

program and 
cost the state 

about $5.6 
million a year. 

 
Connecticut 

Department of 
Social Services 

March 2005  

Over 60 residents 
joined Senate 
President Peter 
Courtney and 

Representative Betty Komp for a town hall in 
Woodburn Wednesday night.  When asked 
which issue should take priority, an 
overwhelming majority of the crowd raised 
their hands for health care.  Community 
members thanked the Komp and Courtney for 
sponsoring legislation to reduce the cost of 
prescription drugs, increase insurance 
accountability and ensure fair hospital pricing.  

Upcoming Town Halls 
 

Tuesday, March 29, 7 PM– Representative Hunt 
and Senator Schrader, The Springs at Clackamas 
Woods (14404 SE Webster Rd, Milwaukie)  
 

Wednesday, March 30, 5:30 PM– Representative 
Krummel and Senator  Starr, Wilsonville Chamber 
of Commerce (29600 SW Park Pl) 
 

Thursday, March 31, 6:30 PM- Representative 
Hovey and Senator Prozanski, Veneta City Hall 
(88184 Eighth St) 
 

Saturday, April 2, 7:30 PM- Representative Roblan, 
Bedrock Chowderhouse and Grill,  Reedsport  
 
 

     Bill Guyot of Portland has a 
disabling back condition includ-
ing a cyst in his spinal cord.  
Without help his condition could 
eventually lead to paralysis. “I 
have had two back surgeries and 
desperately need a third, if only I 
had health insurance,” explains 
Bill. 
 Bill lost his job 
last year because of his 
back problems, leaving 
him uninsured.  He 
applied for private 
insurance and was de-
nied because of his 
pre-existing condition.  
To pay for insurance 
through Oregon’s high risk pool, 
OMIP, Bill would need to pay 
$311 per month with a $500 de-
ductible.  Then wait six months 
before coverage would apply to 
his back.  Without assistance, Bill 
cannot afford this cost.  “Now I 
have applied to many area's of 
Oregon’s health care system to 
no avail. I have applied to 
FHIAP and was rejected because 
at the time I was on unemploy-
ment. Then I called the Oregon  

Health Plan (OHP),” explains 
Bill, “I filled out the applica-
tion, sure I  would qualify. 
Well I received a letter two 
weeks ago saying that I was 
rejected.” 
Even though, Bill now meets 
the income requirements, he 

was rejected because OHP-
Standard is closed to new en-
rollment.  He has again ap-
plied to FHIAP and is waiting 
for a decision.  “I never imag-
ined that people had this kind 
of battle with the health care 
system. I pray that there are 
not to many people In my 
position but I'm sure there are 
quite a few.” 
 Bill, 34, is looking for a 
new job that will accommo- 

date his disability.  He and his 
fiancée are expecting a child 
in September.  He hopes to 
find health insurance and 
have back surgery before the 
baby is due.  HB 2048 would 
restore the 10-cent tobacco tax 
to fund health care.  Opening 
enrollment to OHP-Standard 
would help Bill and other Ore-
gonians who qualify access the 
health care they desperately 
need.  Currently, OHP-
Standard enrollment has 
dropped to under 30,000.  It 
must further decline to 24,000 
by July unless legislators  
increase funding.   

Bill Guyot shared his health care 
story on our website  

www.HealthCareStory.org 

“Now I am back at square 
one with no health  

insurance and a problem 
that will eventually lead to 

severe paralysis.” 
Bill Guyot, Portland 


