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Profile of Prescription Drug Purchasing Program: Savings begin 3/1

Oregon’s Prescription
Drug Purchasing program
(OPDP) will “go live” on Tues-
day, March 1. During the 2003
Legislative session, OHS and our
allies advocated for creation of
the program to help reduce the
cost of prescription drugs. SB
875 passed unanimously on the
final day of session.

Now, 1,500 eligi-
ble seniors have signed
up for the program.
They will receive cards in
the mail this week allow-
ing them to purchase

coverage.

Walgreens Health Ini-
tiatives is the Pharmacy
Benefit Manager hired to ad-
minister the pool. All drug
prices are transparent. When
groups, like a city or county,
join they will recoup all re-
bates earned by their group.
Rebates for individuals will be

“The prescription drug
purchasing pool will help me
and many other seniors afford
the life-saving prescriptions

prescriptions at a negoti- we need.” Joe Mahoney,
ated discount price from Bequerton Senior

participating local phar-
macies. Most Oregon pharmacy
chains and many independent
pharmacies have agreed to
participate including Walgreens,
Fred Meyer, Safeway and
RiteAid. Two mail order phar-
macies have also agreed to par-
ticipate.

Joe Mahoney of Beaver-
ton is one of the approximately
120,000 Oregonians eligible for
the new program. Joe is a dia-
betic without prescription drug .

used to pay costs of adminis-
tering the individual portion
of the program. Currently,
those costs are paid through
funds from a fraud settlement
Attorney General Hardy
Myers reached with the phar-
maceutical company Merck.
The Public Employees Bene-
fit Board (PEBB) has re-
quested RFPs for a carve out
prescription drug coverage
and will consider joining the

Seniors at Senator Verger and
Representative Roblan’s town
hall in Florence were excited to
learn more about the purchasing
pool.

purchasing pool in 2006.

SB 505 will expand
eligibility to all Oregonians
without prescription coverage
and private businesses. This
will create greater savings for
everyone who participates.

A hearing on SB 329,
another bill to expand the
pool, will be Thursday, March
3 from 3-5 PM in the Capitol.

Click here for an
OPDP application form. If
you are not currently eligible,
but are interested click here.

Review Commission

Monday, February 28, Senate
Health Policy Committee, 5:30 PM—
Hearing Room B, SB 502 "Panel dis-
cussion on hospital rate regulation and
transparency" Ken Rutledge, Presi-
dent, Oregon Association of Hospitals
and Health Systems; John Colmers,
Milbank Memorial Foundation; Robert
Murray, Maryland Health Services Cost

Health Care Hearings This
Week in Salem

Wednesday, March 2, Senate Health

Policy Committee, 1 PM— Hearing Room B,
SB 504, Access to Hospital Services. Ore-
gonians with out-of-control hospital bills to

testify.

Thursday, March 3, Senate Human Ser-
vices committee, 3 PM, Hearing Room D,
SB 329, Expanding the Prescription Drug
Purchasing Pool. Oregonians with expen-
sive prescription costs to testify.




