
income beneficiaries doesn’t 
work.  He really understands 
that the increases in cost-sharing 
requirements for the Oregon 
Health Plan were responsible for 
thousands of Oregonians losing 
health care coverage,” explained 
Ellen Pinney, Oregon Health Ac-
tion Campaign executive direc-
tor.  “It is critical that Senator 
Smith continue to stand up 
against any reconciliation pack-

age that places more of the bur-
den on those who can least af-
ford of it.”      
     Called an inspiration by Sena-
tor Smith, Ellie Jenny a disabled 
woman from Salem featured on 
our DVD, who participated in the 
press conference.  She said, “I 
appreciate that the Senator sees 
Medicaid as the life and breath 
for many people in our country.  
Without Medicaid, I would be 
dead.”   
     In a letter sent to Senator 
Smith this morning, a coalition of 
concerned community organiza-
tions wrote, “ We know how hard 
you have worked this year to  
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"The people I talk 
with are confused, 

and it is  
overwhelming.  

They tell me they 
feel they have 
been hit by a 

storm. I've heard 
them say this 

Medicare bill is like 
Hurricane Katrina."  

 
SHIBA volunteer, 
Barbara Campbell 
of Woodburn as 

quoted in the 
Statesman 

Journal, 11/29/05 

     On Wednesday,  Senator 
Gordon Smith was in Portland 
to highlight those Oregonians 
who would be most impacted 
by budget cuts proposed in the 
House.   
     Senator Smith has been 
credited with forging consensus 
within the Senate on a recon-
ciliation bill that achieves the 
savings targets required in the 
budget resolution without 
harming the people who must 
rely on Medicaid, food stamps 
and other safety net pro-
grams to meet their basic 
needs.    
     In addition to sharing the 
stories of those most impacted 
by potential cuts, the Senator 
reiterated his opposition to any 
bill that cuts Medicaid or Food 
Stamps, and took an opportu-
nity to outline his priorities in 
the budget negotiations.  He 
also noted that in discussions 
with party leaders, “I put a lot 
of my credibility on the line.”  
     The House version of the 
budget calls for increases in 
cost-sharing, and includes for 
the first time ever, require-
ments for premiums and co-
payments for children to see a 
doctor or get a prescription.  
     “I was glad to hear Senator 
Smith recognize that increasing 
cost-sharing for very low-  

 

“The central strand in  
America ’s safety net is  

Medicaid, and it must not 
be weakened.”   

Senator Gordon Smith 

Senator 
Smith was 
joined by 

Families USA  
executive 

director Ron 
Pollack. 

reasonable efficiencies, as you did forge 
legislation that protects vulnerable 
Americans. We now urge you not to 
compromise these hard-won accom-
plishments. We urge you, instead, to 
use your influence to press for among 
your Senate colleagues, in ways that 
protect those who must rely on Medi-
caid, food stamps, and other important 
safety net programs to meet their basic 
needs.”  
     As the conference committee nego-
tiates a compromised bill this week, we 
do not want to see Senator Smith’s 
hard work fall by the wayside, and 
hope that the principles he has articu-
lated will be the basis for any package 
that ultimately passes.  We need all of 
Oregon’s congressional delegation to 
join with Senator Smith and refuse to 
support any package that harms Ore-
gonians, our rural healthcare system, 
and our economy.  Please send a mes-
sage thanking Senator Smith for his 
stand and encouraging Representative 
Walden, to join with him in opposing 
any package that harms Oregonians, 
our rural health care infrastructure and 
our economy.  

    Still not sure what to do 
about the Medicare pre-
scription drug program?  
Join us Saturday at a pre-
scription fair to learn more 
about plans available in 
Oregon.  Bring a list of your 
medications, dosages and 
costs to this educational 
event.  Specific information 
sessions will be held at 10 
AM, Noon and 2 PM.    
 
When:  Saturday, December 10, 2005  9 AM to 4 PM. 
 

Cost:  Admission is FREE!  The first two hours of parking at the convention parking lot 
will be validated. 
 
Location:  Oregon Convention Center, 1st floor, ”F” Meeting Room, 777 NE MLK Jr. Blvd.  


