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Uniting health care professionals, caregivers, business, faith, labor and consumer 
organizations with concerned citizens to advocate for improved  access to quality, 

affordable and secure health care.  www.OregoniansForHealthSecurity.org 
Allies Include: 
AARP Oregon 
AFT-Oregon  
ARC 
CADO 
CWA, Local 7901 
Elders in Action 
EMO 
Gray Panthers of Oregon 
Jobs with Justice 
MACG 
New Progressive Network 
OFNHP 
Oregon Action 
AFSCME Council 75 
Oregon ARA 
Oregon Association for 
Retired Citizens 
Oregon Consumer League 
Oregon Health Action 
Campaign 
Oregon Student Assoc. 
OSPIRG 
Rural Organizing Project 
SEIU Local 49 
SEIU Local 503 
Teamsters Joint Council 
#37 Retirees 
Tuality Healthcare 

More than one-
quarter (26 percent) 
of those with HDPs 
said they had not 

filled a prescription 
because of cost, 

compared with 16 
percent of those 

in comprehensive 
health plans. 
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   Results of the EBRI/ Com-
monwealth Fund Consumer-
ism in Health Care Survey—
the first national survey of its 
kind— were announced last 
week.  The survey compared 
cost and access issues for peo-
ple with comprehensive 
coverage versus high 
deductible plans (HDPs) 
and health savings ac-
counts (HSAs).   
     The study found that 
despite similar rates of 
health care use, indi-
viduals with HDPs and 
HSAs are significantly 
more likely to spend a 
large share of their in-
come on out-of-pocket 
health care expenses than 
those in comprehensive health 
plans. Two-fifths (42 percent) 
of those in HDPs and 31 per-
cent of those in HSAs spent 5 
percent or more of their in-
come on out-of pocket costs 
and premiums in the last 
year, compared with 12 per-
cent of those in more compre-
hensive health plans.  The 
costs are even greater for  

Welcome New Ally– AFT-Oregon We are thrilled to welcome 
the Oregon affiliate of the American Federation of Teachers to our coalition.   AFT-Oregon 
represents workers in K-12; community college and higher education in faculty and classi-

fied positions; child care; and health care settings throughout the state.  We look forward to working 
together to reduce the cost of health care and put more money into classrooms. 

Medicaid Update:  
Join in a Vigil for a Moral Budget Wednesday   

 Wednesday, December 14, 2005, 12-1 PM 
Senator Smith’s Office, 121 SW Salmon St 

Budgets are moral documents that reflect our compassionate priorities. Join Sojourners and other 
people of faith in over 30 vigils like this around the US to show Congress that budget cuts that un-
fairly hurt the poor and needy are unacceptable to Americans. We are so close. Please help us!! 
 

Christmas Carol Contest with a Twist 
     As we open our hearts to the spirit of the holiday season, Congress may be close to dumping a 
huge lump of coal in the collective stocking of millions of our fellow Americans. By even considering 
the deeply immoral House budget, Congress is twisting the very meaning of the holiday season be-
yond recognition. Families USA is sponsoring a Christmas Carol Contest, inviting you to send your 
own version of a popular Christmas carol that tells the story of how the House’s budget would harm 
Medicaid recipients. Songs must be submitted by Tuesday, December 13.  Submit your ideas. 

those with incomes of less than 
$50,000. 
      Individuals with HSAs and 
HDPs were significantly more 
likely to avoid, skip, or delay 
health care because of costs than 
were those with more compre-

hensive health insurance, with 
problems particularly pro-
nounced among those with 
health problems or incomes un-
der $50,000. About one-third of 
individuals in HSAs (35 percent) 
and HDPs (31 percent) reported 
delaying or avoiding care, com-
pared with 17 percent of those in 
comprehensive health plans. 
     The results of this survey adds 
more weight to concerns over the 
House budget reconciliation  

package which contains a component to 
increase use of HSAs for people on Medi-
caid.  Under the House plan, 10 states 
would create HSAs for certain people on 
Medicaid for five years.  The proposal in-
cludes a high deductible plan with benefi-
ciaries contributing 10% of the cost of the 
deductible and states contributing the 
remainder into a H.S.A-type account.  
After the deductible was met, the plan 
would revert to a traditional Medicaid 
package with the beneficiary still respon-
sible for co-pays.   
     This proposal appears to be just an-
other way of shifting more cost to those 
who can least afford it.  It’s a bad idea, 
we hope Congress will reject.  
     To review the survey visit the Comon-
wealth Fund website. 

Comp. 

Percent of 
people with 

incomes under 
$50,000 
spending 

more than 5% 
of income on 

out-of-pocket 
medical costs 

(including 
premiums)   HSA 

92% 

66% 

34% 

HDP 

"These findings provide evidence 
that high-deductible and con-
sumer-driven plans may undermine 
the two basic purposes of health 
insurance: to reduce financial barri-
ers to needed care and protect 
against high out-of-pocket cost 
burdens for patients,"  Common-
wealth Fund President Karen Davis 


