Allies Include:

AARP Oregon

ARC

CADO

CWA, Local 7901
Elders in Action

EMO

Jobs with Justice

MACG

New Progressive Network
OFNHP

Oregon Action

AFSCME Council 75
Oregon ARA

Oregon Consumer League
Oregon Health Action
Campaign

Oregon Student Assoc.
OSPIRG

Rural Organizing Project
SEIU Local 49

SEIU Local 503
Teamsters Joint Council
#37 Retirees

Tuality Healthcare

Weekly Dose

Under the budget
plan passed by the
House, 17 million
low-income
Medicaid
beneficiaries would
be subject to higher
co-payments, and
that more than
100,000 people
would lose coverage
altogether because
they would have
trouble paying the
premiums.
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This week we are unveiling
our new webpage dedicated
to reviewing the 2005 Legisla-
ture’s record on health care.
Over the course of the 2005
Oregon Legislative session, nu-
merous common-sense solu-
tions were introduced to re-
duce the cost of health care in
Oregon. Time and again, poli-
ticians sided with big pharma-
ceutical manufacturers and
insurance companies to defeat
this legislation.

Rising health insurance
costs and sharp increases in the
price of prescription drugs have
convinced just about every-
body in Oregon that some-
thing must be done to make
health care more affordable.

Everybody, that is, except
the big special interests and
their allies in the Oregon Legis-
lature.

While opening the books of
insurance companies is a good
first step, our overall efforts to

reduce health care costs were
ultimately thwarted by the spe-
cial interests.

For example, leaders in the
House of Representatives killed
several common-sense proposals
to reduce prescription drug costs.
They took this action despite the
objections of thousands of Orego-
nians who sent postcards, wrote
letters, testified before legislators,
and met with their elected offi-
cials. Despite this outpouring of
support, House leaders chose to
side with the special interests and
follow the advice of pharmaceu-
tical lobbyists.

On our website, we scored
each Oregon legislator on their
respective votes on selected
health care bills presented to
them during the last session. We
urge you to use this information
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To find out how your legislator
voted on important health care
legislation visit our website.

when considering your vote. We must
hold accountable legislators who sided
with the special interests and blocked
health care reform. Educating voters
about their legislators stand is the first
step in bringing more pro-affordable
health care candidates to Salem. Con-
tact us to learn how you can get more
involved in the fight.

Walden joins Cronies in House to Pass

Draconian Budget Cuts

Under the cloak of dark-
ness early Friday morning,
Representative Walden and
his cronies in the House
voted for budget cuts that
would devastate thousands

of Oregon families. The $50 billion in cuts
slash food stamps, Medicaid, student loans
and child support.

The controversial legislation ended in a
217-215 vote. The vote finally occurred at
1:42 am after being postponed last week
because the Republican leadership was un-
able to drum up enough support for the
severe cuts. Over the past several days,
the Republican leadership used arm-
twisting and intimidation to try to pass its
“robin hood in reverse” budget plan. Even
still, 14 moderate Republicans did the right
thing, unlike Rep. Walden, and did not
cave into pressure from the extreme right
wing Republican leadership.

Now the process moves to the Confer-
ence Committee, where negotiators from
the House and Senate will try to find a
compromise between the two versions of
the budget and send it to both houses
for up-or-down votes. Because of the
close votes (the Senate passed its ver-
sion by 52-47) and the significant differ-
ences between the bills on Medicaid and
other issues, we have an opportunity to
prevail in this phase of the Medicaid
fight. Our best chance lies once again in
the Senate— stay tuned for ways you can
help.

It is important to thank Representa-
tives Blumenauer, DeFazio, Hooley and
Wu for opposing these draconian cuts.
We hope that all of Oregon’s congres-
sional delegation will use the Thanksgiv-
ing recess to reflect on the values Ore-
gonians share and join together to op-
pose any compromise that harms Orego-
nians and our economy.




