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“The average 
rep detailing to 
primary-care 

doctors 
generates 

$1.9m in sales 
each year, 

according to an 
analysis by 

Lehman 
Brothers.” 

 
The Economist, 
June 16, 2005 

     For ten years, political sci-
ence major Kathleen Slattery-
Moschkau was a pharmaceuti-
cal company sales representa-
tive “educating” doctors about 
the benefits of prescriptions to 
their patients. 
    In 2002, Kathleen finally left 
the industry.  When asked why 
she stayed so long, Kathleen 
says she’s embarrassed to ad-
mit every time she 
started to leave, she 
would get a raise or pro-
motion, “I found myself 
buying into it, I guess, 
when it was convenient.” 
     Last week, Kathleen 
was in Portland to pro-
mote the fictional ac-
count she wrote of her 
experiences in the drug indus-
try.  The movie,  Side Effects, 
opened Friday at the Regal 
Cinemas Broadway Metroplex 
(1000 SW Broadway) and runs 
until Thursday.  Click here to 
find show times.   
     The movie, shot in 18 days 
for less than $200,000, stars 
Katherine Heigel who appears 
on ABC’s Greys Anatomy.  
   While the fictional account is 
a romantic comedy, Kathleen 
has gained national and inter-
national press coverage for her 

National Pressure is Working- 
House postpones vote on budget cuts.   
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the drug industry in 2002. 

 a trailer of the movie go to 
www.sideeffectsthemovie.com. 
    The persuasiveness of the pharma-
ceutical industry is evident, even in 
Oregon.  Last session, even simple gift 
disclosure legislation failed to make it 
out of the House Health and Human 
Services Committee chaired by Repre-
sentative Billy Dalto.  The legislation, 
HB 2817, sponsored by Representative 
Carolyn Tomei, would have required 
drug companies to report any gifts 
they health care providers that is worth 
over $25 in value.   
    As you probably remember, other 
legislation to reduce the high cost of 
prescription drugs including expanding 
the prescription drug purchasing pool 
also languished in the House.   Watch 
next week, for our full report on the 
legislature’s failure to reduce health 
care costs. 

   A vote is expected early this week, if leaders 
can pressure enough members to support the 
package.  We have the opportunity to continue 
encouraging House members to oppose the 
draconian health care cuts.  If you live in east-
ern, central or southern Oregon please contact 
Representative Walden to encourage him to 
follow Senator Smith’s leadership and oppose 
harmful cuts.  If you live in any other area of 
the state, contact your Representative and 
thank them for standing up for Oregonians and 
urge them to continue opposing budget cuts 
that hurt Oregonians, our rural health care sys-
tem and our economy.  Call 1-877-762-8762.

    Thursday, a scheduled vote on 
the House budget cutting pack-
age was delayed when House 

leaders failed to garner enough votes for pas-
sage.   According to the Associated Press,  
“House Republican leaders scuttled a vote 
Thursday on a $51 billion budget-cut package 
in the face of a revolt by lawmakers over scal-
ing back Medicaid, food stamp and student loan 
programs. The development was a major set-
back for the GOP on Capitol Hill and for Presi-
dent Bush, who has made cuts to benefit pro-
grams a central pillar in his budget 
plan.” (11/10/05)  

role in exposing marketing prac-
tices utilized by the drug indus-
tries army of detailers.  Articles in 
the British Journal of Medicine 
and the Economist praise 
Slattery-Moschkau’s film as a 
satirical look into the industry. 
     While in Portland, Kathleen 
met with former Governor John 
Kitzhaber regarding Oregon’s 
innovative Evidence-based Re-

search Center.   
     Slattery-Moschkau has also 
produced a documentary on 
pharmaceutical company mar-
keting practices, Money Talks: 
Profits Before Patient Safety.   
   “The pharmaceutical industry 
plays the game a certain way,” 
explains Kathleen.  In part be-
cause of a lack of awareness in 
the general public and the medi-
cal community, she says.  
     Kathleen hopes that her film 
will lead to changes in the way 
the game is played.  To watch 

“The industry was putting profits 
ahead of patients… Even with  

restrictions imposed in the last five 
years, nothing really changed.  It’s 
still pushing pills and wining and  

dining physicians.” 
Kathleen Slattery-Moschkau   


