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In total, 46
percent of
[Wal-Mart]
Associates’
children are
either
on Medicaid
or uninsured.
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Our Mission:

Unite health care professionals, consumer organizations, caregivers and
concerned citizens to advocate for improved access to quality, affordable

and secure

ealth care.

Visit our website at http://www.oregoniansforhealthsecurity.org
Profile of Legislators speaking out about health care failures in 2005

After having time to reflect
on the 2005 legislative session,
legislators from both parties
are admitting they failed to
enact needed reforms to re-
duce costs and increase access.
The Washington County Public
Affairs Forum heard from
House Speaker Karen Minnis
and Senate President
Peter Courtney at their
last two weekly forums.
Both Courtney and Min-
nis addressed the prob-
lem of escalating health
care costs. In response to
questions about OHP
funding and the high
cost of health care, Speaker
Minnis told attendees she felt
the place to start was with a
joint interim committee to look
at the overall problem. To the
question of the 600,000 unin-
sured Oregonians who are
mostly employed, Minnis sug-
gested FHIAP or TANF. Sena-
tor Courtney specifically raised
the issue of health care in his
opening remarks, saying that
the legislature “...did not pro-
duce in the area of health
care.” Courtney cited the fail-
ure of prescription drug

expansion and cost containment
measures, as examples.

On Friday, the Emergency
Board followed analysts recom-
mendation to allocate $2.9 mil-
lion of a special appropriation
fund to the Family Health Insur-
ance Assistance Program to en-
sure all who had applications

“We need affordable, available and high
quality medical care for all people in
Oregon. Everyone agrees with that, but
the real question is how to do that...
Oregon needs a policy and [to be]
working toward that solution.”
Representative Dennis Richardson

would be accepted, if they re-
turned applications by Novem-
ber 15. Human Services Sub-
Committee members grappled
with the decision of what to do
with the appropriation. The
Governor's recommendation was
to wait for federal approval to
allocate more funds into the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program,
this would have allowed children
to remain enrolled for twelve
montbhs, instead of the current six
months. Estimates show that
9,600 more children would have
been covered under this plan.

Rep. Dennis
Richardson of
Central Point is
chair of the
E-board’s
Human
Services
Sub-committee.

Committee members said it was not
an easy decision and voiced a need
for overall health care reforms.

A number of upcoming confer-
ences are scheduled to discuss health
care reform.

November 2 from 10-3 is our allies
meeting where we will debrief the
legislative session and develop plans
for 2006. Please call 503-655-2793 if
you are interested in attending.

November 9, from 1-6 PM a number
of legislators will join the Foundation
for the Advancement of Community
Health Care for a forum on the Ore-
gon Health Plan and Safety Net. Call
971-221-2845 or click here to register.

November 17 from 8- 5 is the 100%
Access Summit, a bi-state forum on
community solutions to the health care
crisis. Call 360-493-5689 or click here
to register.

Reconciliation Package to move to Senate
Floor this week. House plan much worse.

The Senate Finance Commit- children on Medicaid. The House plan contains no

tee approved a reconciliation

package on a party line vote last

week. The Committee rejected
amendments proposed by Democrats including
enhancing aid packages for hurricane victims.
The package did remain within the $10 billion
limit and included savings from both Medicaid
and Medicare.

Proposals coming out of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee are much more
harmful to Oregon’s most vulnerable children,
seniors and people with disabilities. The House
proposal would allow states, for the first-time
ever, to impose premiums and co-pays for

provisions for cost efficiencies from Medicare, nor
do they encourage increased use of generic medi-
cations in Medicaid.

The House provision also calls for a pilot pro-
ject of Health Savings Accounts for some Medi-
caid beneficiaries.

Each package must still move through the
chambers. The Senate is expected to begin dis-
cussions this week and the House anticipates a
floor vote the week of November 7th. A confer-
ence committee will likely be appointed to deter-
mine the final package. It is crucial Oregon’s con-
gressional delegation hold steadfast in opposition
to cuts that harm Oregonians and our economy.




