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Our Mission: 
Unite health care professionals, consumer organizations, caregivers and                  

concerned  citizens to advocate for improved  access to quality, affordable                   
and secure health care. 

Visit our website at http://www.oregoniansforhealthsecurity.org Allies Include: 
AARP Oregon 
ARC 
CADO 
CWA, Local 7901 
Elders in Action 
EMO 
Jobs with Justice 
MACG 
New Progressive Network 
OFNHP 
Oregon Action 
AFSCME Council 75 
Oregon ARA 
Oregon Consumer League 
Oregon Health Action 
Campaign 
Oregon Student Assoc. 
OSPIRG 
Rural Organizing Project 
SEIU Local 49 
SEIU Local 503 
Teamsters Joint Council 
#37 Retirees 
Tuality Healthcare 

“This is a 
critical issue 

for every 
Oregonian. 
Health care 

costs are the 
crisis for this 
generation.” 

 
Senator Ben 

Westlund  
(R-Tumalo) as 
quoted in the 

new DVD 

     In video messages from 
across the state, Oregon Medi-
caid clients, health care provid-
ers and family members ex-
pressed very personal reasons 
why Medicaid matters to all of 
us. As you probably remember, 
in August we traveled 
throughout the state to gather 
a diverse collection of 
voices explaining the im-
pact of health care pro-
grams and urging our 
senators to reject Medi-
caid cuts. 
     The video begins with 
Ellie Jenny of Salem shar-
ing her experiences.   
Jenny is on Medicaid due 
to a disabling accident she suf-
fered at the age of 14. “I’m just 
concerned about what will 
happen with more cuts, be-
cause I don’t have any money 
for spending on co-pays,” 
shared Jenny. “The cuts have 
already harmed people who 
are very vulnerable.”   
     Oregonians like John Stat-
ler, a city councilor from Med-
ford, shared stories of how 
Medicaid changed their lives, 
“Sixteen years ago, I was a  

Join in National Call In Days to Oppose Medicaid Cuts 

Menu screen for our new DVD 
featuring Oregonians health 

care experiences. 

life,” explained Dr. Reynolds who 
works in clinics in McMinnville and  
Salem, “The people that end up at the 
free clinic I work with are growing.  I 
urge you not to make further cuts- I 
think we’re working with little enough 
as it is.” 
     The newly released DVD were hand 
delivered to each of the senators’ of-
fices, as well as, sent to all of Oregon’s 
congressional delegation.   Watch our 
website for short clips of the video 
coming soon. 
    Join us in urging our senators to op-
pose any reconciliation package that 
includes cuts in Medicaid that harm 
beneficiaries including increased cost 
sharing or cuts in benefits.  Call  
1-800-828-0498 today or tomorrow. 

as Wednesday.       
     Some efficiencies that would not harm bene-
ficiaries have been identified in both Medicare 
and Medicaid.  They include efforts to reduce 
overpayment to pharmaceutical companies 
through state Medicaid programs.   
     Our senators, Smith in particular, are under 
intense pressure to support additional cuts at a 
level that would harm beneficiaries including 
increased cost sharing and decreases in cover-
age for vulnerable people. 
  Your URGENT Action is Needed.   Join us 
in a national call in day today and tomorrow. 
Call 1-800-828-0498.  Urge Senators Smith 
and Wyden to reject any budget reconciliation 
that includes Medicaid cuts that harm benefici-
aries including additional cost sharing. 
 

      Beginning today, the Senate finance 
committee is expected to discuss budget recon-
ciliation and relief packages for Hurricane 
Katrina victims.  If the reconciliation process 
proceeds as it now appears, the Budget Com-
mittees slated to package those cuts together 
around October 26th and the bills expected on 
the floor shortly thereafter.   
     According to various press reports, some 
committees already are considering deeper 
cuts behind the scenes, including the Senate 
Finance Committee. There have been reports 
that the Finance Committee is considering net 
cuts of as much as $12 to $17 billion in Medi-
caid and Medicare, even though the target in 
the budget resolution was $10 billion.  Votes 
in the Finance Committee could come as early  

homeless drunk.  Thanks to 
the Oregon Health Plan 
and social programs in Ore-
gon, I was able to get help 
for depression and for den-
tal care, steps that were 
important in my road to 
recovery,” shared Statler. “I 
know this is true for a lot of 

other people that are suffering.  
The Oregon Health Plan and 
programs like it help us to be-
come useful members of society 
again.” 
     Others, like Dr. Marian Rey-
nolds, expressed concern over the 
impact of additional cuts on their 
patients, “I would like to let you 
know how Medicaid cuts will 
affect health care at the ground 
level.  I think primarily further 
cuts will affect pregnant women 
and infants in their first year of  

“In the year 2004-05, I had six 
operations and one heart at-
tack.  I would have died with-

out Medicaid, for sure. I am 
due to make a full recovery...I 

get to raise my daughter.” 
Betty Hart, Newport 


