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Weekly Dose

57% of OHP
standard
enrollees, with
incomes of O to
10% of the
Federal Poverty
Level , who had
been
disenrolled,
said they would
reapply to OHP
if premiums
were lowered
by $3 per
month.
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Our Mission

Unite health care professionals, consumer organizations, caregivers and
concerned citizens to advocate for improved access to quality, affordable

and secure health care.

Visit our website at http://www.oregoniansforhealthsecurity.org

Profile of DHS Rebalance: Will funds be used to protect health care?

On Friday, Department of

Human Services officials re-
leased figures on the funds
remaining in department
budget. This “rebalance”
occurs twice a year. Actual
case loads and spending are
compared to budgeted
amounts and reallocated as
necessary. Typically, the de-
partment submits a
plan to the Emer-
gency Board for ap-
proval. This rebal-
ance has taken on
added significance
due to the failure of
Measure 30 and im-
pending health care
cuts.

In the plan announced Fri-
day, extra funding from re-
duced caseloads would be
allocated to reduce cuts to

the OHP-Plus. DHS has identified

enough funding to maintain all

Plus services including vision, den-

tal, prescription, mental health
and chemical dependency.

DHS has not identified current
funding available to protect
health care coverage for the
40,000 Oregonians currently on
the OHP-Standard. If this plan is

“The department’s plan sustains
programs when possible, especially
those serving children or improv-
ing family capacity to support

children...”

Gary Week, Acting DHS Director

approved by the E-board, these
40,000 Oregonians would lose
health care coverage August 1.

DHS officials note that if provider

A

A

E-board will meet April 8-9
to rebalance budget.

taxes passed last session are
approved by the federal
government, those funds
could be used to provide
some health care services
to the 40,000 people on
OHP-Standard.

We need to put pressure
on the Governor and E-
board members to pre-
serve health care coverage
for Oregonians on OHP,
both Standard and Plus.

Senior Update:

Road
Show
Coming
to
Portland

Families USA traveling forum on the
new Medicare prescription drug law will
come to Portland on Friday, April 2nd.
The event will be held from 3 to 4:30
PM at the First Unitarian Church (1011
SW 12th St., Portland) Seniors, their
families, health care advocates, and
concerned citizens will find this an in-
formative forum to help understand the
changes on the horizon. Transportation
can be arranged for large groups by
calling Oregonians for Health Security
at (503) 655-2793.

Medicare Discount Card

Scam Warning

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services issued a warning this week.
Seniors in multiple states including
Washington and Idaho have been tar-
geted by scam artists regarding the
new Medicare Prescription Discount
Card. Fraudulent callers are asking
seniors to sign up for a discount card
by supplying their bank account, credit
card or health care information.

CMS officials wanted to remind sen-
iors the new cards will not be available
until May. They will cost a maximum
of $30 per year. You will not need to
provide bank information. A website
of official cards will be available later
this spring.




