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Brand-name
Prescription
Drug prices
have climbed
3.4 percent --
or three times
the rate of
inflation --
since
December.
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Unite health care professionals, consumer organizations, caregivers and
concerned citizens to advocate for improved access to quality, affordable
o ] and secure health care. )
Visit our website at http://www.oregoniansforhealthsecurity.org

Profile of Fear Among OHP-Standard Enrollees

Smooth Carter has been
on OHP-Standard for a short
time. She is thankful to have
access to health care and has
used the preventative care
services, but the future of
OHP-Standard has Smooth
concerned.

As of July 1, OHP-
Standard enrollment is
closed. Over the next
year, half the people re-
maining on the program,
nearly 25,000 adults will
lose their health care
coverage. Cuts are ex-
pected through attrition
and a lowering of the
income requirements.
This leaves the 50,000
OHP-Standard enrollees,
like Smooth, wondering
if they will be the next to lose
their health care coverage.

Smooth Carter is a writer of
poetry and published in Street
Roots monthly. She recently

age. If I get the job, I'll be dropped
from OHP because I'll make too
much to qualify, but not enough to
pay for private insurance. So my
reward for finding a job will be to
lose my healthcare coverage.
That's just crazy.”
Smooth Carter,
Northeast Portland

the system. She is the Vice Presi-
dent of the Portland Chapter of
Oregon Action and a board
member of Sisters of the Road
Café. Smooth is working to

interviewed for a job, but that
employer does not provide health
care coverage. If Smooth is suc-
cessful in her job search, she will
join the 76% of uninsured Orego-
nians who are employed.

Smooth is working to change

“I've just interviewed for a job, but
it doesn’t have healthcare cover-

Oregon Action Member,
Smooth Carter, shares her
health care story.

register more people to vote.
By registering and encourag-
ing those who do not tradi-
tionally vote, Smooth hopes to
change the election. She rec-
ognizes that by electing pro-
affordable health care candi-
dates this November we can
have improved access to
health care and reduce costs.
You, too, can help by volun-
teering. Call (503) 655-2793.

On July 1, Governor

new plans around in-

creasing access to
health care coverage for children. The
Governor announced a plan to expand
the asset limit for the Children’s Health
Insurance Plan (CHIP) from $5,000 to

Beginning in January, a new children’s
health insurance program will be avail-
able through FHIAP (the Family Health
Insurance Assistance Program). It will
be available to businesses with fewer

gram are still being developed, 2,000-

Governor Announces New
Children’s Health Care Plan

Kulongoski announced

$10,000. This is expected to all 300-600
more children participate in the program.

than 50 employees. Specifics of the pro-

5,000 children are expected to enroll.

Also announced was a new pilot
project to enroll more eligible children
in CHIP. The outreach program will
target many of the children who are
eligible, but not enrolled in CHIP.

We applaud the Governor’s interest
in expanding access to health care for
children. Currently, 95,000 children
are uninsured in Oregon. The plans
announced this week have the poten-
tial to reduce that number by a few
thousand. More must be done. We
hope the Governor will work with us,
and other advocates, during the leg-
islative session to ensure that all chil-
dren have access to health care.




