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  A year ago, the failure of 
Ballot Measure 28 triggered 
cuts to health care programs.  
One program cut was the 
Medically Needy program 
which helped low-income in-
dividuals with high prescrip-
tion drug costs afford their 
medications.   Rose Spears is 
one of the peo-
ple formerly on 
the Medically 
Needy program.  
You may have 
heard her story.  
Rose is a insulin-
dependent dia-
betic with a thy-
roid condition. 
    Last week, 
legislators on the Joint Human 
Services committee were giv-
ing the findings of a survey 
looking at what happened to 
former Medically Needy cli-
ents, like Rose, 6 months after 
the program ended.  The sur-
vey, conducted by an OHSU 
professor found dramatic re-
sults. 
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Rose Spears is one of the former 
Medically Needy participants still 

struggling to find prescriptions.  

   “This state will not help small 
business by depriving the poor 
of health insurance, shifting 

costs and driving up medical expenses for eve-
ryone.”  -Oregonian Editorial 1/16/04 
 

 “If Measure 30 fails, the state will have to cut 
$800 million worth of services over 14 
months… Fifty thousand low-income people 
could be kicked off the Oregon Health Plan.” 

-Statesman Journal Editorial 1/18/04 
 

“By voting against Measure 30, most voters 
would keep a few dollars in their pockets. It 
wouldn't take long for the savings to disap-
pear… one insurance premium hike resulting  

Rising 
health care 
costs have 
added $700 
to the price 

of every  
vehicle the 
Ford Motor 
Company 

sells. 
 

Alan Gilmour 
Vice-President 

Ford Motor 
Company 

January 2004 

  Loss of the Medically Needy pro-
gram resulted in worsening health 
status, patients taking less of their 
medications and financial impact 
in the daily life of patients. 
   Rose is like many of those for-
merly on Medically Needy.  She 
has not found a stable source to 
get the prescriptions she needs.  In 

fact she has been hospitalized as a 
result of not having the prescrip-
tions. 
  Overall, 60% of those formerly 
enrolled in Medically Needy have 
skipped doses or taken less of their 
medication and 63% have had to 
not fill a prescription their doctor 
prescribed.  Additionally, 60% 
have cut back on their food 
budget to buy more prescriptions.   

“I don’t know from one day 
to the next where my  
medicines are coming 

from.”  
-Rose Spears, former Medically 

Needy Recipient 

Nearly half have paid bills 
late, or not at all, because 
of the high cost of drugs.  
20% have put their pre-
scriptions on credit cards.   
   Former Medically Needy 
patients rate the status of 
their health as declining 
with 44% saying their 
health is somewhat or 
much worse than last year.      
   Health care cuts do have 
an impact on the lives of 
Oregonians.  A “Yes” vote 
on Measure 30 will pre-
serve this valuable pro-
gram.  Vote like your 
health depends on it! 

from an increase in the number of uninsured…” 
 -Register Guard, 1/18/04 
 

“In the end, most Oregonians are going to end up 
paying far more in increased health care costs and 
insurance premiums than the proposed income tax 
surcharge would have ever cost them.”  

-Ken Rutledge, Oregon Association of 
 Hospitals and Health Systems 
 (Oregonian, 1/19/04) 
 

“Crowded emergency rooms, higher health premi-
ums and reduced services for everyone -- that's 
how the defeat of Measure 30 will affect you.” 
 -Mark Dalley, Holy Rosary Medical  
 Center,  Ontario  (Argus, 1/22/04) 
 


