
Congressional Committee holds  
hearings on Hospital Charges to  

Uninsured 
     The House Energy 
and Commerce sub-
committee on over-
sight and investiga-
tions held hearings 

Thursday, June 24 on hospital charges 
for the uninsured.  For the last year, the 
committee has been investigating the 
issue and found across the country the 
uninsured pay up to four times as much 
for health care services.  
     "An average working man or woman 
treated at a hospital can be stuck with a 
bill that is double what managed care or 
government programs pay.  Then, to add 
insult to injury, they are sometimes ag-
gressively pursued for these inflated 
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   The Harrelson’s are like 
many families in Oregon.  
Dessie and JD have five chil-
dren and live in Sheridan.   JD 
works as an electrician and 
Dessie has been unemployed 
for five months.  Recently, 
their ten year old daugh-
ter Tasha began having 
kidney problems.  Tasha 
spent one night in the 
hospital, after being seen 
in the emergency room.  
She is undergoing treat-
ment and is scheduled to 
see a specialist to deter-
mine the exact problem 
and necessary treatment.   
  The Harrelson’s have insur-
ance, but the costs of the co-
pays for Tasha’s treatment is 
overwhelming the family 
budget.  “It was hard enough 
on us before this– we were 
just making it,” explained JD. 
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  Dessie was fortunate to find 
a new job, but the cost for just 
one night in the hospital is 
more than she will make in 
seven weeks.   The Harrelson’s 
don’t know what they will 
have to do to treat Tasha’s 

illness.  Like most parents, Dessie 
has a priority, “whatever it takes 
it’s her [Tasha] first,” but the un-
known costs add to the fear the 
family faces.   
   “I think somebody needs to do 
something, any family could be 
hit with a crisis like this,” explains 
 

“Any family could be 
hit with a crisis like 

this.” 
-Dessie Harrelson,  

Sheridan 
Dessie.   
   The Harrelson’s story shows that 
even families with insurance are 
struggling to afford health care.    
We can all do something about it 
by becoming health care voters 
and demanding our elected offi-
cials stand up for quality, afford-
able and secure health care.  
Click here to become a health 
care voter. 

“For the third 
straight year, 
consumers in 
2003 faced 
significant 

increases in cost 
sharing as 

purchasers bought 
down the value of 
health benefits, 

primarily by 
increasing 

deductibles, 
copayments and 

coinsurance.” 
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Dessie Harrelson shares the 
struggle to afford her  

daughter’s needed health care. 

 debts. This situation is unfair and un-
just," said Committee Chair Representa-
tive Jim Greenwood, R-PA (Rocky Moun-
tain Press, June 25, 2004) 
   Most hospitals have policies regarding 
charity care, but patients are often not 
informed of these policies.  Hospitals 
write off uncollected bills as charity care, 
but often not until they have aggres-
sively pursued collection from patients.      
  Oregon is one of only a handful of 
states that does not have any regulations 
around hospital charity care policies. 
In other states, laws regulate the defini-
tion of charity care, require reporting and 
set minimum standards for hospital poli-
cies.  


