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Our Mission: 
Unite health care professionals, consumer organizations, caregivers and                  

concerned  citizens to advocate for improved  access to quality, affordable                   
and secure health care. 

Visit our website at http://www.oregoniansforhealthsecurity.org 
Allies Include: 
AARP Oregon 
ARC 
CADO 
Elders in Action 
EMO 
MACG 
New Progressive Network 
OFNHP 
Oregon Action 
AFSCME Council 75 
Oregon ARA 
Oregon Consumer League 
Oregon Health Action 
Campaign 
Oregon Student Assoc. 
OSPIRG 
Rural Organizing Project 
SEIU Local 49 
SEIU Local 503 
Teamsters Joint Council 
#37 Retirees 
Tuality Healthcare 

"The safety net also 
improves the health 
and economy of the 

community by 
reducing risks of 
communicable 

disease and 
substance abuse, 

increasing worker 
and student 

productivity, 
and protecting the 
health of children 

and mothers." 
 

Examining the Health 
Care Safety Net 

Portland City Club 
December 2004 

    Senate President Peter Court-
ney and House Speaker Karen 
Minnis announced committee 
chairs for the 2005 Legislative 
session on Friday.   
     Senator Kurt Schrader (D-
Canby) and Representative Dan 
Doyle (R-Salem) will be the co-
chairs of the Ways and Means 
Committee charged with bal-
ancing the state’s budget.  
   President Courtney announced 
the Senate would be holding 
committee hearings outside of 
the capitol.  Friday and possibly 
Saturday hearings will take 
place around the state. 
   The Senate also plans to ex-
pand the required notice for a 
committee meeting to 48 hours.  
Courtney believes the previous 
24 hour notice requirement did 
not allow the public enough time 
to plan to attend important 
committee meetings.    
   As health care initiatives move 
through the committee process 
we will keep you informed.  Your 
participation, by calling legisla-
tors, writing letters or testifying 
before committee, will be essen-
tial to ensure positive changes in 
Oregon’s health care system. 

Senate Health Policy 
Laurie Monnes Anderson, Chair 
Jeff Kruse, Vice-Chair 
Peter Courtney 
Gary George 
Bill Morrisette 
 
Senate Human Services 
Bill Morrisette, Chair 
Jeff Kruse, Vice-Chair 
Rick Metsger 
Laurie Monnes Anderson 
Charles Starr 
 
House Health and Human  
Services  
Billy Dalto, chair 
Bob Jenson, vice-chair 
Carolyn Tomei, vice-chair 
Gordon Anderson 
Deborah Boone 
Tom Butler 
Mitch Greenlick 
 
Ways & Means Human  
Services Sub-Committee 
Alan Bates 
Margaret Carter 
Laurie Monnes Anderson 
Ben Westlund 
Jackie Winters 
Dennis Richardson 
Bruce Hanna  
Gary Hansen 

Celebrex  
Advertising 

Pulled 
 
On the heels of Vioxx 
revelations, another 
pain reliever, Cele-
brex, may too cause 
increased cardiac ac-
tivity.  While Vioxx has 
been pulled of the 
shelf, the makers of 
Celebrex have not 
gone that far, yet. 
   The concerns over 
Celebrex surfaced 
when one study com-
missioned by Pfizer, 
the maker of Celebrex, 
found an increased 
risk of heart attacks by 
patients taking high 
doses of Celebrex.     
 Pfizer has announced 
it is pulling all advertis-
ing for the drug after 
conversations with the 
Food and Drug Ad-
ministration. 

Senator-Elect Monnes Anderson 
will chair the Senate Health  

Policy Committee 

     The Portland City Club issued the third and final report in its health care 
series.  This report Examining the Health Care Safety Net in the Portland 
Area focuses on the health care services available to those who are uninsured, 
underinsured or on the Oregon Health Plan.   
     The report is intended to inform City Club members and the community 
about the role of the safety net in health care so they are better able to 
understand and evaluate changes in health care.   The report finds that 
210,000 people in the metro area are uninsured and many more are just a pay 
check away from losing their health care coverage.  They note the term safety 
net is misleading because it “suggests a seamless web that catches and saves 
all who fall off the tightrope of mainstream health care.”- which they found 
was not true.  Click here to read the report from the city club’s website.  


